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MonDak Heritage Center: 
Where Art & History Meet 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Joe Halvorsen donates J.K. Ralston painting to the MonDak Heritage Center 
Joe Halvorsen recently donated an 
original J.K. Ralston painting, 
which Dave Branson, Board 
President, accepted on the Center’s 
behalf. Joe donated this beautiful 
work to be part of the proposed 
permanent Ralston exhibit.  J.K. 
Ralston painted “Reverence” in 
1932 and gave it to Dr. Morrill, who 
was hired by the irrigation project 

and arrived in the Yellowstone River Valley in 1906, as payment for delivering 
several children. Mrs. Morrill then gave the painting to Joe and Hazel Halvorsen as a 
wedding present in 1950. The MonDak Heritage Center has a large collection of J.K. 
Ralston’s work, including 3 original oil paintings, ~75 hand-painted signs, original 
sketches, notes and other artifacts. The painting is currently on display at the Center.  

Wayne and Francine York donate $10,000 to the 
MonDak Heritage Center Endowment Fund 

 

This month, Wayne and Francine York gave $10,000 
from the Ben & Verna York Trust to the MonDak 
Heritage Center Endowment Fund in honor of their 
parents Ben & Verna York. Ben came to Sidney in the 
late 1930s, married Verna in 1942 and they spent their 
time here raising a family, running a plumbing 
business, and enjoying life in Eastern Montana with 
their many friends in the area.  

Elevator Project: Foundation For Community Care awards $10,000 to the 
MonDak Heritage Center!  We are almost halfway to our goal, but need to 
raise nearly $25,000 to complete renovations and purchase the elevator. 

Please consider making a tax deductible donation to this important project. 
The Foundation For Community Care awarded the Center a $10,000 endowment fund 
grant to help pay for a light duty elevator to allow accessibility to our lower level 
museum for those who can ot safely use the stairs. An anonymous member has 
generously pledged $10,000, giving us $20,000! The Lodge, Extended Care and 
Crestwood have all requested to visit the museum, and many visitors can’t use the 
stairs. We need over $20,000 to renovate our existing freight elevator shaft and 
purchase the elevator. If you feel it is important that everyone can visit the downstairs 
museum and would like to make a donation, please send a check to the Center at 120 
3rd Ave SE, Sidney, MT 59270 and designate your gift to the Elevator Fund.  



“The Puzzler” Display 
August 5 - 30 

We will be displaying more than 20 framed 
puzzles completed by a local resident. Also 
on display will be trivia, the history of 
puzzles and a quilt 
representing a puzzle.  
  
 
Please join us for 
this puzzling 
display! 
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“Anchored in a Sea of Grass” 
June 6 - July 1 

Opening Reception: June 6th at 7pm 
 

The art of C.S. Poppenga is convincing, 
intriguing, lush, beautiful and memorable. 
Poppenga’s paintings in “Anchored in a Sea 
of Grass,” are primarily of sky or sky-land 
relationships. Each painting will engage the 
viewer with its integrity and drama. 
Please join June 6th at  7pm us for an evening 
reception with the artist. You will be able to 
enjoy a variety of non-alcoholic beverages, 
wine and delicious treats made by our 
volunteers. 

Sustainer   $100 to $249 
Sponsor  $250 to $499 
Patron of the Arts $500 to $999 
Benefactor  $1000 to $2499 
Director’s Circle $2500 and up 
 

�Your membership counts 
   Basic  Supporter 
Senior   $15  $30 
Senior Couple  $25  $50 
Individual  $20  $40 
Family   $35  $70 
Business  $50  $100   

Invite a friend to become a Member 
 

Memberships, along with donations, help make 
the increasing number of exhibits, special 

events and shows possible. Please encourage 
your friends to become members. 

 
· Consider increasing your membership support above 

the minimum level, even an extra $20 helps! 
· Membership dollars are primarily used for 

programming and collections preservation. 
· Memberships above basic levels are tax deductible. 
· CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR 

EXPIRATION DATE 
 

MonDak Historic Playing Cards 
 

The decks with area historical photos are 
expected to arrive by the middle of July. Call 
today to reserve your decks today! They make 
great gifts for the whole 
family, young and old 
alike. Each deck sells for 
just $10.00 and can be 
shipped for an additional 
$2.00. Call for details or 
check our website. 

Sustainer   $100 to $249 
Sponsor  $250 to $499 
Patron of the Arts $500 to $999 
Benefactor  $1000 to $2499 
Director’s Circle $2500 and up 
*We want to periodically publish the names of our 
members in the newsletter or newspaper. If you wish 
your name to not appear please indicate that on your 
check or let us know. Thank you for your support! 

�Your membership counts 
   Basic  Supporter 
Senior   $15  $30 
Senior Couple  $25  $50 
Individual  $20  $40 
Family   $35  $70 
Business  $50  $100   

�Your membership counts 
   Basic  Supporter 
Senior   $15  $30 
Senior Couple  $25  $50 
Individual  $20  $40 
Family   $35  $70 
Business  $50  $100   

“Rolling Over the Judiths” 



November 18th- December 31st:  
18th Annual Miniature Art Show 
November 4th - November 29th: 

Hospice Art Show 
December 2nd - December 31st: 

“A Week in the Life of a Hutterite Child”  
December 2nd - December 31st: 
Featured Artist: Lois Hackley 

December 5th: 

Ethnic Christmas 
 

War Series Lectures 
 

September 21st: 
World War II @ Fort Buford  

2 pm Central Time 
 

October 5th: 
Korean War @ MonDak Heritage Center  

2 pm Mountain Time 
 

October 26th: 
Vietnam War @ James Memorial Center, 

Williston,  2 pm Central Time 

Calendar of Coming Exhibits and Events 
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June 6th - July 1st: 
Anchored in a Sea of Grass (MAGDA Show) 

Art by Carol Poppenga 
(Open House on June 6 at 7pm)  

 

July 8th - August 4th: 
American Silk Road (MAGDA Show) 

Art by Nancy Dunlop Cawdrey 
(Members Only Gathering July 18 at 7pm)  

 

August 5th - August 31st: 
Featured Artists: Prairie Painters, Williston, ND 

 

August 5th - August 30th: 
“The Puzzler” Puzzling Exhibit 

 

September 4th - September 30th: 
Paper Collage by Dee Elletson 

(Open House on Sept. 5th at 7pm) 
 

September 17th - November 15th: 
On Track: The Railroad Photographs  

of Warren McGee 
 

My VISTA year at the MonDak Heritage Center—Brita Merkel, AmeriCorps  VISTA 
 

My VISTA year began with the photo collections as another VISTA, Becky Hayes, and I sorted 
through photos and prepared them for entry into the museum’s computer database. After Becky 
headed downstairs to work on the collections, I used the information we found to complete a Word 
document that now describes almost every photo housed at the Heritage Center. I have since used 
this information to enter over 2,800 photos into our PastPerfect computer database. This has already 
allowed for a much greater level of access to the photos. Using PastPerfect, museum staff and 
visitors can search the photos with ease, and see them without having to handle them or rummage 
through boxes. In addition, I helped a number of museum displays and events including an exhibit 
in honor of the Sidney Volunteer Fire Department and the 
MonDak Heritage Center’s First Annual Chocolate 
Celebration. I also helped complete work on the art 
collection records begun by last year’s VISTA, by taking 
a complete inventory of our art collection and finishing 
the record filing system. I have documented my new 
organization system so that future employees will 
understand it. My experience this year learning about the 
Sidney community, PastPerfect software and museum 
event production has been extremely rewarding, and the 
knowledge I have gained will allow me to help preserve 
history and art in many other communities. Photo from the MDHC collection “Mrs. Paul (Celistine) 

Bouchard churning butter at boarding house— 1908 



120 3rd Ave SE 
Sidney, MT. 59270 
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Look at the date your membership  
expires.  Please renew your  
membership today! 

Staff: Sandy Turner - Center Coordinator, 
Leann Pelvit - Administrative Assistant, Debi 
Fox - Experience Works,  Becky Hayes and 
Brita Merkel - AmeriCorps*VISTAs 
 

Board of Directors: Dave Branson - 
President, Stefan Jaronski - Vice President, 
Margaret Bradley - Secretary/Treasurer, Sara 
Berndt, Bill Forrester, Jerry Hughes, Linda 
Mann, Gerald J. Navratil, Janice Norby, 
Duane Pust, Loretta Vitt   

American Silk Road July 8—August 4 
Members Only Gallery Gathering July 18th at 7pm 

This is a must see, one of a kind exhibit! Nancy Dunlop Cawdrey has taken the ancient art of 
Chinese silk painting and made it her own, embellishing it and telling a story with each broad 
brush stroke, color transition, and border legend. She calls it the “jazz of painting,” her own 
bold blend of color and form that captures both the spirit of painting and her subject. 
Cawdrey’s painting are alive, rendered with vivacity and a practiced knowledge of her 
medium.  She describes her work as “My canvas is silk, my palate is the west.” Thirty 
magnificent pieces will be on display, including several large pieces. Please don't miss this 
opportunity to see this spectacular exhibit!  There will be a Members Only Gallery Gathering 
on July 18th at 7pm.  

“Bright Future” 
17’ x 40’ “Horse Whisper” 30” x 40” “Peony Patch” 20” x 21” 


