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Please continue to renew your  
membership. You will find the  
expiration on the mailing label. 

Staff: Sandy Turner - Center Coordinator, 
Leann Pelvit - Administrative Assistant,  
Debi Fox - Experience Works 
 

Board of Directors: Dave Branson - 
President, Stefan Jaronski - Vice President, 
Margaret Bradley - Secretary/Treasurer, Sara 
Berndt, Bill Forrester, Jerry Hughes, Linda 
Mann, Gerald J. Navratil, Janice Norby, and 
Duane Pust 

Ethnic Christmas 2008 
“Honoring Our Military: Past & Present”            

December 14th, 2 to 4 pm  
 

The MonDak Heritage Center has decided to honor our past and present 
veterans. This year’s theme is in conjunction with our MonDak War Stories 
Series we hosted this fall. The program will consist of special displays, music, a 
Dutch auction, bake sale and tree contest. Come spend the afternoon visiting 
with friends, enjoying the beautiful music, reminiscing about a time past and 
enjoying light refreshments.   

 

· Entertainment - The Scobey Strings will be playing a wide variety of music ranging from the 
1940’s through the present time.  

· Dutch Auction - Purchase tickets for a chance to win many groupings of home décor items. 
· Bake Sale - A great time to pick up holiday goodies and raise funds for the Center.  
· Tree Contest - Every year area organizations decorate trees for our annual tree contest in the 

theme we have chosen for Ethnic Christmas. Be sure to vote for your favorite tree, as the winners 
in both the youth and adult category receive prizes.  

 

Invite a friend to this free event, everyone is welcome. This is our way of saying thank you for your 
support and wishing all of our members and friends a Happy and Joyous Christmas Season.    
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Calendar of Coming Exhibits and Events 
� � 	 
 � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � �

A Week in the Life of a Hutterite Child  
December 2nd - December 31st 

 

 This exhibit consists of a 
collection of photographs 
taken by children in the 
Hutterite colonies in central 
Montana.  
 
The photo project was 
facilitated by Lewistown artist 
and teacher Cheryl Bannes, 
who worked for many years 
with Hutterite colonies as an 

Artist-in-Residence through the Montana Arts 
Council. Bannes worked with six Hutterite 
communities, close knit isolated agricultural 
communities, comprised of 10 to 20 families, with a 
unique set of beliefs and practices. The photography 
project was an ideal way for schoolchildren to 
document and share images of their unique cultural 
experience, as well as dispelling myths and 
misconceptions about their communities. 
Participating students looked at the work of pioneer 
Montana photographer Evelyn Cameron. They were 
instructed on the use of cameras, the fundamentals of 
composition and then given a disposable camera. The 
photos were taken over a period of three months with 
students producing over 1,000 photos. From these 
photos, a committee of teachers, artists and 
community members selected 36 images which were 
enlarged and framed for the exhibition. Bannes has 
visited many small rural communities and schools in 
central Montana, working with classroom teachers to 
bring art experiences to school children. 

Members Only Music Gathering 
October 24, 2008    7pm 

 
 

The Sidney Performing 
Arts Council, in 
collaboration with the 
Center, is offering this 
free concert for 
members of the 
Heritage Center. Larry Wilder & The 
Americana Trio will perform songs from six 
genres of America's acoustic music, ranging 
from the Reconstruction Era to the present. 
Their performance features banjo, guitar, fiddle, 
autoharp, yodeling and harmony. Wine, beer, a 
variety of non-alcoholic beverages, and light 
refreshments will be served.  
 
Memberships may be purchased or renewed at 
the door, so you can bring a friend and sign 
them up for membership that night. 

�

September 30th - November 15th 
On Track: The Railroad  

October 10th  4pm - 6pm 
Decorating for a Cure 

November 3rd - November 30th 
Hospice Show 

November 18th- December 30th  
Miniature Art Show 

December 2nd - December 30th 
Featured Artist: Lois Hackley 

December 2nd - December 30th 
“A Week in the Life of a Hutterite Child”  

December 14th    1:30pm 
Ethnic Christmas  

“Honoring Our Veterans: Past and Present” 
 

The MonDak War Series Continues  
October 26th 

3rd in the War Series: Vietnam @ James Memorial 
Center 2pm Central Time 

November 9th  
4th in the War Series: Desert Storm & Iraq 

Long X Watford City, ND 4pmCT 
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MonDak Region Historical &  
Cultural Passports 

 
To encourage people to visit historical  
and cultural facilities in their backyard, area 
museums are having a passport contest. Stop at the  
Center to get your passport then visit the other 
participating museums: Fort Union Trading Post, 
Fort Buford Historic Site and Confluence, James 
Memorial Art Center (Williston), Long X Trading 
Post and Visitors Center (Watford City), Glendive 
Frontier Gateway Museum (Glendive) and Lewis & 
Clark Trail Museum (Alexander). When you have 
visited and received a stamp from all of the 
museums, you will be entered in a drawing for a 
prize basket. This program ends December 31st.  

“On Track” 
 

September 30th - November 15th 
 

On Track: The Railroad Photographs of 
Warren McGee features stunning photographs 
taken by Warren McGee over a 60-year 
period, beginning in the 1930s and continuing 
through the 1990s. The photographic exhibit 
chronicles and pays tribute to trains in 20th 
century Montana and the surrounding region.  
We are displaying some of our collection of 
railroad memorabilia to add to the show. On 
Track is jointly sponsored by the Northern 
Pacific Railway Historical Association, the 
MT Department of Transportation, and the 
Montana Historical Society.  

Invite a Friend to become a Member 
 

Memberships and tax-deductable donations, 
help make the increasing number of exhibitions, 
special events and shows possible. Please 
encourage your friends to become members. 

 

· Membership dollars are primarily used for 
programming and collections preservations. 

· CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR 
EXPIRATION DATE 

*We occasionally publish our membership list on our 
website, in our newsletter and in local papers. If you 
wish your name to excluded please let us know.  

MonDak Historic Playing Cards 
 

The decks of cards with MonDak historical photos are 
finally expected to arrive within a few weeks. We 
thank those who already ordered a deck of cards for 
being patient, as the printer did not deliver the cards 
as fast as they promised. We are currently taking 
preorders, so don’t miss out on these exciting 
collectors sets. They make great gifts for the whole 
family and would make a great Christmas present. 
Each deck sells for $10.00 and can 
be shipped for an additional $2.00. 
Reserve a deck or decks by calling 
433-3500, stopping in or emailing 
us at mdhc2@midrivers.com.  

Sustainer   $100 to $249 
Sponsor  $250 to $499 
Patron of the Arts $500 to $999 
Benefactor  $1000 to $2499 
Director’s Circle $2500 and up 
 

Consider raising your membership support above the 
basic level, as even an extra $20 helps. All support 
above the minimum level is tax deductable. 

�Your membership counts 
   Basic  Supporter 
Senior   $15  $30 
Senior Couple  $25  $50 
Individual  $20  $40 
Family   $35  $70 
Business  $50  $100   
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MonDak Heritage Center: 
Where Art & History Meet 

President’s Letter by Dave Branson, Board President 
 

We need your help to buy chairs, a stage and stage lights for special events. Do 
you remember our recent Chair-ity Challenge that funded our more comfortable chairs? Thanks 
to more people attending special events, we need another 30 chairs at $35 each. Please consider 
donating money or donating in honor of a loved one. We have also started new collaborations 
with the Sidney Performing Arts Council and will be having some of their performances at the 
Center. As a result, we need a better stage and some simple stage lights. We have raised ~$2700 
for this project, but need your help to complete the project. All donations are tax deductible, just 
specify your gift is for the chairs, stage or lights. Be sure to attend the Members’ Only music 
gathering October 24th, with the band generously provided by the Performing Arts Council. 
 

History Library Update: Sidney Herald now in electronic 
format!  Thanks to a large anonymous donation and a donation from the 
Sidney Herald, we purchased microfilm for all missing years of the 
Herald, converted the microfilm to an electronic format (PDF) and 
purchased a large computer monitor. This allows our genealogy 
researchers to more easily conduct research, and avoids microfilm damage. 
The second step in our Richland County newspaper project, which will 
cost well over $5000, is to purchase copies of all former papers in the area, 
such as the Fairview News, and to add the ability to search for text. As the 
regions history library, we want to have all area newspapers. Stop by and 
check out the new system. 
 

Collections Preservation Update: Thanks to a very generous 
donation, we were able to hire Jenna Lechner as a summer intern. Jenna did 
a great job and cataloged over 600 items into our Past Perfect museum 
database software. We have now cataloged over 4,800 items, including the 
permanent art collection, over 3000 items in our photographic collection, 
and numerous artifacts. We want to catalog every item to allow us to better 
preserve our collections, as well as being able to locate items when a family 
member wants to see a donation made by a grandparent or parent. This is a 
huge undertaking, as thousands of items are yet to be cataloged. 
 

Elevator Project: We are moving forward on this project, thanks to 
donations of $10,000 and $18,000 from two members. It is not too late to help out. We received a 
structural engineering evaluation, met with B&B Builders, and are currently finalizing the design. 
I am hopeful the elevator will be in place by next summer, so everyone can access the history 
museum. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities: Do you bake, sew, have a free Saturday afternoon, or have simple 
computer skills?  We are looking for volunteers to provide treats and appetizers for special 
events, sew cataloging labels into garments, sit at the front desk on Saturdays, organize our 
Sidney Herald electronic files, type indexes and catalog history library files. We can match 
opportunities to your interests, so please talk to Sandy or Leann. Our staff does an awesome job - 
but they don’t have enough time to do everything. 

Debi Fox, 
Experience Works 

Daneilia Benton 
working with the new 
electronic formatting 


